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From the [London] Christian. 


A REMINDER. 


There seems a deep need, in these days of 
much and valued teaching, that the Epistle 
of James should obtain a closer attention 
than seems usual at the hands of all who 
profess and call themselves Christians. 

The old foundation and fundamental 


truths of God’s eternal love and almighty | 
grace preparing and presenting a perfect and | 


full salvation, free as the air and light which 


daily come unbought, and almost unsought, | 


to our doors, do not seem likely to be ignored | 
or forgotten. But is it not a solemn fact that | 
much in the conduct of professing Chris-| 
tians would lead an outsider to suppose that | 


| too often asking His blessing on what we 
have already decided, and then wonder at 

the little results from all our plans and pro- 
\jects, and the uphill character of our path 
| of service. 

How frequently do we wonder at un- 
answered prayer, though at the time we 
prayed, ‘a wave of the sea’’ would be the 
only fit representation of our state of mind, 
80 far are we from any settled expectation— 
the words of the Apostle, truampet-tongued, 
declaring that it is useless to think that, 
under such circumstances, we can receive. 

How often, walking into or preparing 
temptation or trial for ourselves, do we dare 
to comfort ourselves with the assurance that 
“all things work together for good to them 
that love God,” instead of mourning over 
the indulged “lust” which has led on into 
sin—talking of our heavenly standing, our 
position in Christ, and our eternal security, 
when we should be down at the fountain 
having our bemired feet cleansed and puri- 
fied. 

How many “ words”—commands—we 
are continually listening to, which we never 
attempt to “do,” perhaps even singing, 
“ Doing is a deadly thing ;” and yet wonder 
at our leanness and want of power. 

How many angry dissensions there are for 
the glory of God, under the name of testi- 
mony, though He has said that man’s 
wrath worketh not the righteousness of God. 

And how-many of us really take in the 
Apostle’s—shall I not say, the Lord’s— 





| 





faith without works was “alive,” instead 


estimate of “true and undefiled religion ?” 
Ah, if we did, George Holland, Miss Mac- 
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pherson, and others, would not find the 
difficulty they do in getting men and women 
to labor down among the poor, and helpless, 
and fallen— men and women who, not taking 
it up lightly as a pastime, but rather as a 
solemn work, an evidence of their Christ- 
ianity, only to be given up when they give 
up Christ, would go on through sunshine 
and cloud, through good report and evil re- 
port, laboring for and following in the foot- 
steps of Him whose name they bear, and 
for whose glory they desire to work. 

Surely it must be that the Epistle of 
James is not studied enough, or we should 
not have institutions, founded for the very 
purpose of giving to Christians an oppor- 
tunity to care for the fatherless and to make 
the widow’s heart glad, compelled continu- 
ally to beg and plead for sympathy and 
funds, as though it were some extra effort, 
instead of being one of the very reasons for 
the existence of Christianity on the earth. 

Is it not a fact, too, to be lamented, that 
often a “‘gold ring,’ or “‘ goodly apparel,” 
or social position, gives men a power in the 
Church which their Christian worth could 
not claim for them, and that the more hum. 
ble are too often “despised?”’ Thus we 
‘* commit sin,” and God’s work is hindered. 

And then the solemn warnings against 
the thoughtless use of the tongue. Why, 
they might almost as well never bave been 
written! How much hard, unkind criticism 
of the work of others; how many stabs in 
the dark—stabs against character or work— 
we continually hear made or repeated, or 
written. We all mourn over these things, 
yet they goon. May it not be because we 
do not always realize that ‘“ These things 
ought not to be, my brethren,” is as much 
God’s command as “ Believe in the Lord 
Jesus Ckrist ?”—the one coming by the lips 
of James, the other by the lips of Paul, but 
both from God, and to us. 

Surely, then, it becomes us to humble our- 
selves in the sight of the Lord, that He may 
lift us up. In the face of all the Satanic 
agencies at work for the ruin and damnation 
of men, Christians cannot afford to be shorn 
of their strength by grudging ‘‘ one against 
another,” or by “living in pleasure.’ 
Rather let there be more ‘confession of 
faults one to another;” more compassion 
and sympathy for any who may be out of 
the way; above all, a getting low before 
God, confessing to Him our sins and short- 
comings, and a determination that, by His 
strength, we shall preach His Gospel and 
show His love more by our lives than by our 
lips; that we shall seek to keep in memory 
the teachings of James as well as those of 
Paul. Then we sball find the blessing of 
the Lord descending upon us, and we shall | 


have real power in prayer, like the many 

men of “like passions” who have gone be- 

fore us. J. MoCarrny. 
London, September, 1878. 


a 
For Friends’ Review. 


SINAI, CALVARY AND OLIVET. 


The reverent reader of the Bible who 
may not journey to the lands where its most 
important events have been enacted, pictures 
them in his mind, associating some imagery 
with the great occurrences which directlycon 
cern his eternal interests. Mt. Sinai is promi- 
nent among these mental pictures. It is one 
of a range of many mountains which rise as 
if rudely sculptured in granite. A traveller 
says, that the appearance of the country is 
‘‘as if it had once been an ocean of lava, 
and that whilst its waves were literally run- 
ning mountain-high, it was commanded sud- 
denly to stand still.” The whole mountain 
region is marked for barrenness and desola- 
tion, excepting in the central part in the 
neighborhood of Sinai, where are inter- 
spersed a few fertile valleys. Here an ele- 
vated and fertile plain was no doubt the 
place of encampment of the Israelites. 
From above it, Sinai towers, in naked and 
rugged sublimity. Horeb and other heights 
are grouped around. The whole scene is 
solemn and impressive. 

But grander than Sinai itself are the 
spiritual lessons to be drawn from its history. 
Its silence and desolation are eloquent of 
that supreme hour, when the voice of God 
was heard in thunderings from a thick cloud, 
and revelations were made too awful for the 
conciousness of any but His chosen law- 
giver. No conquests of nations, no triumphs 
of art or literature, and no achievements of 
science, through all the ages, have ever 
dignified or made any spot of earth to glow 
with interest, as the voice of God thundering 
from the heights of Sinai. 

When we think of the listening throng 
encamped within sight of the mountain; 
when we have taken into account the moral 
darkness of the age, and have glanced over 
the sufferings and conflicts of this people, 
we begin to realize that such a revelation as 
was bere given was needed to show to them 
the power and justice of God. There was 
need of startling and unusual manifesta- 
tions, that this murmuring and disobedient 
people might recognize the voice of Jehovah. 
To the Christian of to-day, the law given 
from Sinai comes sanctioned by the word 
and life of the Lord Jesus, and lighted by 
His living presence in the heart. But in the 
time of Moses, ‘‘ Thou shalt not” written 
en the tablet of stone, did not appeal to 
consciences which would apply it to the 
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heart as the source of evil; and the command | borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.’’ 
was necessarily resolved into minor codes in | ‘‘ He was wounded for our transgressions, 
order to establish purity and justice in social} He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
and civil life. chastisement of our peace was upon Him, 
“Tbou shalt love the Lord thy God” did | and with His stripes we are healed.” ‘‘ The 
not bear the same meaning then, as now to| Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
hearts nurtured in the light of love and{all.” The Jewish Scriptures not only pre- 
faith. Hence it was necessary to teach | sent the fact that He must come and die, 
spiritual truths through the medium of| bat they glow with unmistakable details of 
sacrifices and ordinances. It is beautiful to| accompanying events. Yet all came to pass 
trace in these, a fore-shadowing of Him | before the eyes of an expectant people, and 
who should come—of a final sacrifice which | they knew Him not. 
should atone for all sin—of a light which} Whilst Sinai and Calvary impress us 
should arise, in which the law given from | chiefly through the momentous events which 
Sinai should have a more fruitful unfolding | we have touched upon—the Mount of Olives 
in the souls of men. | became a hallowed spot, through many in- 
The faithful, even then, drew near to that 'cidents in the life of the Lord Jesus, before 
Father’s heart which never in any age failed 'that final scene which connects it with the 
to speak to them, and heard its life-giving | most joyful experience of the Christian. It 
promptings—whilst the years slowly rolled | rises on the east of Jerusalem, overlooking 
on to @ grander event. History ripened for|it, and was a frequent place of resort for 
it. The souls of inspired prophets reached | Jesus and His disciples. Here some of His 
out, grasped its outlines, and pictured them | most important miracles were wrought. On 
in vivid language long before the time of| the southeast slope, in the little village of 
fulfilment Then prophecy was hushed | Bethany, our Saviour found loving friends. 
during four centuries. At last, over the! Here, in social discourse, He unfolded to 
bills of Judea, came another prophetic voice. | Martha and Mary the way of life; here He 
It was the herald of the King of Israel—a | awaked Lazarus from the sleep of death. 
messenger whose office was to turn the at-| On Olivet was given the instructive lesson 





tention of a roused and bungering people to 
Him who was sufficient for the needs of 
their souls. 

But the ministry of Christ, though ushered | 
in by Jobn and with attendant signs from | 
heaven, was thenceforth largely a course of | 


poverty, humiliation and sorrow. Miracles | 
wrought in benevolence and power were 
met with cold unbelief or violent repulses. 
Many were His prayers in solitary places; 





His tender appeals to those who would not, 


of the blighted fig tree; from its shades in 
the silent night-time the availing prayers of 
Jesus ascended to the Father; and when the 
last message had been given, the last mira- 
cle. wrought, He led His disciples out as far 
as Bethany, and ascended before their sight 
to dwell at the right band of God. Olivet 
is still decked with clustering vines and 
ancient olive trees; a pesceful beauty still 
lingers on its slopes. The village of Bethany 
still stands, and is of the deepest interest to 


until step by step over a pathway of suffer- | the thoughtful traveler. But tbe permanence 
ing, our Saviour came to Calvary. lof the beauty and verdure of Olivet faintly 
Important as were the revelations of Sinai, |shadows the joyfulness of the Christian’s 
vital as were the commandments given there | hope in his risen and ascended Saviour, 
in the handwriting of God, a deeper interest| It is fitting that these everlasting hills 
attaches itself to Calvary. It is a hill north | Should be ensbrined in the thoughts of the 
of the ancient city of Jerusalem, but within | Christian as the holiest spots of earth. It 
the limits of the modern city. And here,|is well, too, if they typify the soundness, 
souls were bought with a great ransom, |completeness and joyfulness of his faith. 
This is the most hallowed spot on earth to | For if within his soul a Sinai of moral 
the Christian. The sacrifice offered here is|Steadfastness may be said to arise, which is 
the source of the strength which enables | unveiled to the world through the boliness 
him to look up from depths which might | of his outward life, we may recognize in 


otherwise overwhelm him. He learns here 
the tenderness of divine mercy to the sin- 
ful ; he learns how unavailing are sacrifices 
laid upon altars builded with hands ; how 
impotent are penances and self-humiliations. 
For the sacrifice offered here is all-atoning, 
and He who suffered with such 
us. The object of His life and suffering 
should be no mystery. ‘“ Surely He hath 


divine | 
Strength still lives to make intercession for | 


that life the fruits of Calvary, where self is 

| daily crucified, and of an Olivet of hope and 

|joy, from whence his spirit rises above the 

clouds of earth, in fellowship with his risen 

and ascended Saviour. K. E. C. 
Maine. 


“Ye are the light of the world.” The 


|Chureh of the Lord is to be no secret insti- 
itution, like the heathen mysteries.—Stier. 
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Sabbath-school lesson papers up to elaborate 
volumes on the evide uces of religion and the 


The Report of the American Board of} history of the Church.’ 


Commissioners of Foreign Missions, 
published, gives an interesting 
the success of their missions in the Turkish 
Empire. The work there was begun in 


1831, at which time there were about 15,-| ‘ 


000,000 nominal Christians in the Empire 
among the Armenians, Greeks and Nestori- 
ans. Their Christianity, however, was very 
corrupt, and for a time the missionaries 
sought to restore the truth and spiritual life 
to the existing church organizations. At 
first the priests, as well as people, 
friendly, but soon the 


the old superstitions and corrupt customs of 
their church organization. Then 
tion began, and was finally so persistent 
that the missionaries were reluctantly 
obliged to form an Evangelical Church. 
This was in 1846, and, as in order to pro- 
tection under Turkish law, it was necessary 
that the new church 
by the Sultan, this recognition was obtained 
the next year, and a charter in 1850, placing 
them on the same basis as other Christians. 
From this period to the present the most 
important points of progress that have been 
worthy of notice are the “native churches 
attaining to independence ; the development 
of a native ministry by higher institutions 
of learning; the social and moral enfran- 
chisement of woman; the translation of the 
Scriptures into the principal languages of 
the empire, and the creation of a Christian 
literature ; the respect and confidence earned 
by missionaries and by the native churches, 
thus illustrating and commending tke Gospel 
to all classes; and, last of all, the results of 
the war and of the Berlin Congress.” 
These happy results have been brought 
about by the Divine blessing upon their 
efforts made by ‘132 devoted men and 
women from our churches and our best in- 
stitutions of learning; by over 500 native 
preachers and teachers in active service ; by 
92 churches, with a membership of over 
5,000; by 20 higher institutions of learning 
—colleges, seminaries, and boarding-schools 
—with an attendance of over 800 youth of 
both sexes; by 300 common schools, with 
an attendance of over 11,000; by 285 places 
of worship, scattered, as so many light-cen- 
tres, through the land, from the Balkans to 
the Bosphorus and from the Bosphorus to 
the Tigris, where Sabbath after Sabbath 
over 25,000 men and women are gathered to 
listen to the Gospel message; by the Scrip 
tures in the various languages of the people, 
now distributed by tens of thousands. of 
copies; and a Christian literature, from 


just | 
account of | 


| yourselves 
were | 
former found that the | 
pure Gospel struck at their influence and| 


persecu- | 
lof the Lord in the prosperity of His truth in 


should be recognized | 





oe 


THERE ARE TWELVE 
DAY. 
Wherefore I cannot but cry and 
call aloud to you, that have been long pro- 
fessors of the truth, and know the truth jp 
the convincing power of it, and have had a 
sober conversation among men, yet content 
only to know truth for your. 
selves; to go to meetings, and exercise ap 
ordinary charity in the church, and an hon. 
est behaviour in the world, and /imit your. 
selves within these bounds, feeling little or 
no concern upon your spirits for the gh ry 


HOURS IN THE 


* * 


the earth, more than to be glad that others 
succeed in such service; arise ye in the 
name and power of the Lord Jesus! Be- 
hold how white the fields are unto harvest 
in this and other nations, and how few able 
and faithful! laborers there are to work 
therein! Your country folks, neighbors and 
kindred want to know the Lord and His 
truth, and to walk in it. Does nothing he 
at your door on their account? Search and 
see, and lose no time, I beseech you, for the 
Lord is at hand. Ido not judge y you; there 
is one that judgeth all men, and His 
judgment is true. You have mightily in- 
creased in your outward substance; may 
you equally increase in your inward riches, 
and do good with both. Your enemies 
would once have taken what you had from 
you, for His name’s sake, in whom you have 
believed ; wherefore He has given you much 
of the world in the face of your enemies 
But oh, let it be your servant and not your 
master, your diversion rather than your 
business! Let the Lord be’ chiefly in your 
eye, and ponder your ways, and see if God 
has nothing more for you to do, and if you 
find yourselves short in your account with 
Him, then wait for His preparation, and be 
ready to receive the word of command, and 
be not weary in well doing, when you have 
put your hand to the plough ; and assuredly 
you shall reap (if you faint not) the fruit of 
your heavenly labor in God’s everlasting 
kingdom. Wm. Peny. 


_- - 


AN INTERESTING Discoveny.—An order 
was recently issued by the Sultan for re- 
moving the old walls and fortifications of 
Jaffa (Joppa). In cutting a gate through 4 
water-battery at an angle of the sea-wall, 
built by Vespasian, and directly in front of 
the reputed house of Simon the tanner, the 
men came on three oval-shaped tanners’ vats, 
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hewed out of the natural rock and lined|there would be without doubt a teeming 


with Roman cement, down very near the 
sea, and similar in every respect to those in 
ise eighteen centuries ago. There is also a 
fresh-water spring flowing from the cliffs 
Jose by, long known as the town-spring. 
This discovery at least proves that the 
house on the rocky bluff above, and from 
which steps lead down to the vats, must 
have belonged to some tanner ; and as per- 
haps not more than one of that trade would 
be living in so small a place as Jaffa, some 
wobability is given to the tradition that this 
s the identical spot where the 
Simon stood, with whom Peter 
urning when he saw his vision, 
eived the servants of Cornelius. 


house 
was 
and 


SO 


re 


From Nature. 
THE RESTORATION 
SYSTEM OF TANK 
CEYLON. 


(Con 


OF THE ANCIENT 


IRRIGATION IN 


luded from page 13 


gl 


One of the most gantic of these early 
ipposed to have been 
nated by Maha Sen about the year 275 
\. D., and, having been enlarged by Prak- 
rama, Babu I., who reigned in 1153, to have 
received from him the name of ‘‘the Sea of 
Prakrama.” It of 
‘ormed by an embankment twenty-four 

es in length and from forty to ninety feet 
high, by which the water of a large ‘river 


tigation works is 
rigi 


St 


consisted of a series 


uid many cousiderable streams was hemmed | 


nalong the base of a range of bills, 
foreed into the valleys that a series of la- 
or lakes was formed, extending for 
the above metioned distance and fre quently 
several miles in width. A canal five miles 
nlength conducted the waters of © the 
tothe Minery Lake, another of the works of 


yoons 


seq” 


of | 
| will be a work of centuries. 


~Moravian. | 
\have manifested itself in the formation of 
|tanks,and many kings are mentioned in the 


|couptry,” and * 





population ; for irrigable land in Ceylon is 
capable of supporting, according to official 
calculation, one thousand persons to the 
square mile. In 1855 there was not a single 
inhabited village, although a few patches of 
land were occasionally cultivated by people 
from a distance. The contrast between the 
remote past and the present condition of 
this half of the island is a painful one to 
contemplate, but it is to be hoped that the 
colonial government will never stay its hand 
until all the useful works of ancient times 
have been restored and improved —but this 


Long before the Christian era, the main 
ambition of the kings of Ceylon appears to 


Mahawanso who, ‘for the benefit of tbe 


out of compassion of living 
built a dozen or 


creatures,”’ more of these 


splendid, but absolutely necessary, irrigation 


works. 
miles 


The Minery tank, twenty 
in circumference, and irrigating an 
enormous area of fertile land now entirely 
barren, owed its origin, along with sixteen 


some 


| others, to Maha Sen, who reigned about the 


| year 950 A. D. 


lt is now merely a swamp, 


}resorted to by enormous numbers of wild 


fowl. Up to the twelfth and thirteenth 


centuries Ceylon produced her own supplies 
|of food, but in the fourteenth it appears that 


and so} 


the island was obliged to import a portion of 
it from India. In 1301, it is related that 
there were 1,470,000 villages in Ceylon. In 
1410, as many as 1,540,000, the term village 
implying hamlet, or even a single 
where there are people resident. 


h puse 
Of the 


| vast majority of these, if they ever really 


| existed, 


Maha Sen, to be mentioned presently, and a| 


further canal from Minery led the waters to 
the neighborhood of Trincomalie, in all 
miles. When it 
remembered how sudden and torrential the 
rains are in country like Ceylon—the 
Writer has known eighteen inches of rainfall 


~ al ie i 
0 forty-eight hours over a very | 


= a 
listance of fift y-seven 


IS 
a 
irge extent 
f country, and at one spot as much as 18.9 
nches in twenty-four hours,—we cannot too 
much admire tb 
ind the skill which “enabled the native engi- 
to the natural features of the 
untry in such a way that for a distance o! 
wenty-four miles a single embankment suffi 
‘ed not only to hem in the water for the 
purposes of irrigation, but al a 
Water way for the transport of produce und 
merchandise. Along the whole 
is embankment and canal and wherever its 
tributaries carried 


e vastness of 


such a work 


t 
n 


neers use 


so to provide 


course 


not a vestige is left except the 
ruined tanks, which show unmistakably 
where the foci of population formerly were. 
This was shortly after the conquest of the 
island by the Malabars,who are believed not 
to have actually destroyed the fabric of the 
embankments, but by their system of gov- 
ernment to have disorganized the village 
communities to such an extent that the works 
connected with the tanks fell into disrepair 
through neglect, the land became imper- 
feetly irrigated, and the population gradually 
died out. That this process was a perfectly 
iral evident from tbe fact 
that the tanks do not show anv traces of 
wilful damage, and also from the considera- 
tion of the almost innumerable evils result- 
ing in death, of which a scarcity of water in 
a tropical country like Ceylon is productive. 


nat one seems 


| Indeed one of the most frightful diseases 


of | 


that have ever scourged the buman race Is 
believed to have been developed in these 


the life-giving water,| very localities chiefly through the want of 
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proper food, caused by the absence of a sys- 
tem of irrigation. It is believed, too, and 
there is strong evidence based on experience 
for the belief, that the disease entirely disap- 
pears wherever irrigation is restored. It 
will naturally be asked, ‘If the advantages 
ofa plentiful supply of water are so enormous, 
why have not the tanks been restored before 
this, and what hinders their immediate resto- 
ration at the present time?’ The reply is, 
that the creation of this magnificent system 
of irrigation was not the work of a decade, 
or even of a century, but of a thousand 
years of successful national development, 
and that therefore the restoration of it must 
be also a work of time. 

The object of this paper is to draw atten- 
tion to the fact that the experiment of resto- 
ration is at the present moment in process of 
being tried, and bids fair, after the lapse of 
half a century or so, to alter entirely the 
character of theisland. The most remarka- 
ble success has already attended the efforts 
to afford irrigation facilities to the Singha- 
lese on the east coast. . . . The present gov- 
ernor, Sir William Gregory, has devoted all 
his energies to the carrying out of what was 
so well begun. The survey and engineer- 
ing staff of the colony bas been considerably 
increased, and the restoration of nearly the 
whole of the ancient irrigation works, be- 
sides the creation of new ones, may now be 
considered to be only a question of time. 

R. ABBAY. 


oo 
For Friends’ Review. 


THE TWO DISPENSATIONS. 


I have for some time thought there was 
not in many minds a proper distinction be- 
tween the new or Christian dispensation as 
a chronological fact, an epoch in the history 
of the church and of the world, and that 
dispensation as a matter of individual expe- 
rience. This impression is confirmed by a 
recent article, from which I extract tbe fol- 
lowing: ‘‘ Our Lord’s words, ‘If my king- 
dom were of this world then would my ser 
vants fight,’ appear not to be understood 
alike by all who accept their authority. 
Some suppose them to mean that Christ ap 
proved of warfare under His own dispensa- 
tion, as well as under that of old time, only 
that Christians should take no personal part 
init. Others hold that it is only warfare on 
behalf of religion that is forbidden. Can 
be rightly inferred from the Scriptures that 
more than one standard of right is approved 


in the Divine sight; one for the world and | 


another for Christians, or one for individuals 
and another for nations?” 

It would seem that this writer considers 
there are those living under Christ’s own 


| dispensation who are not Christians. If | 





it | 





REVIEW. 


were asked when that dispensation was jp. 
troduced into the world, I would answer: 
at the time ‘christ was upon earth. Bat it 
does not follow that all who have lived since 
were under that dispensation. Those only 
who are really Christians, are, properly 
speaking, living under it. ‘“ The kingdom 
of heaven cometh not with observation.” 
It cannot be entered or even seen, except by 
such as are born of the Spirit. 

Tt can not “be rightly inferred from the 
Scriptures ’ that there was one standard of 
right for men before the coming of Christ, 
and that there is a different one now. The 
absolute standard is now whatit always has 
been—the willof God. Whatever variation 
there may have been in His will as expressed 
to His church under different circumstances, 
makes none in the standard itself. His 
sovereignty is absolute; and whatever He 
commands His servants to do is right for 
them to do; and ‘‘the principles of right, 
and justice, and those of love summed up 
in the Golden Rule,” are not only universal, 
but they are, and ever have been, eternally 
the same ; and these principles and this law 
were not suspended or altered by the con- 
mand which imposed upon His chureb of 
old the obligation to destroy their enemies. 
God was then as ever, the Supreme Arbiter 
of life and death, and He only exercises 
His rightful prerogative when He termin- 
ates human life by any agency whatever, 
whether that agency be disease, an angel or 
aman. The being whom He employs for 
that purpose, and who does it in obedience 
to His known will, is free from all culpa- 
bility ; his obedience is right and just, and 
is a virtue; and he of old time no less than 
now, who presumed to take human life unau 
thorized by God, was a murderer, and vio- 
lated ‘‘ the principles of right and justice.” 

It is said “these principles as Christ 
propounded them in the first and second 
commandments are obligatory upon all men.” 
It is true that God as the moral governor of 
the world, holds all men in a certain sense 
amenable for their actions; and He bas or- 
dained “ the powers that be,”’ as an agency 
by which in part He administers His moral 
government, and the civil ruler is His ‘‘min- 
ister, a revenger to execute wrath upon bi 
that doeth evil.” But the primary obligs 
tion which rests upon the world (the uncon: 
verted) is not to obey the first and second 


(commandments in their spiritual import 


which extends beyond all actions to the 
condition of the heart; that primary obliga 
tion on the part of those to whom the gos 


| pel is made known is to come to Christ that 


they might have life. The Holy Spirit re 
proves the world of sin not because of cer 
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tain acts,* but because they believe not on 
Christ. By such only as have been born of | 
God through faith in His Son, can the first | 
and second commandments be fulfilled, 
‘“‘love is of God.” 

God as much now as of old, rules in the 
kingdoms of men. He is still the moral 
governor of the world, and the introduction | 
of the new dispensation has not in the slight- 
est degree changed His relations to the 
world, nor was it intended to alter the mode 
of administering His government over the 
nations of the earth. He has so far changed 
the relations of the church to the world as 
to impose on it the prohibition to execute 
vengeance. ‘ J'hat is mine,” saith the Lord, 


and He took it entirely out of the hands of | 


the church when He said, ‘‘ But I say unto 
you that ye resist not evil.”’ 

But outside the domains of His church, 
as well as within it, the Lord reigneth. 
“There is no power but of God, the powers 
that be are ordained of God ;” and here men 
are employed by Him in the administration 
of His government as “‘ revengers to execute 
wrath upon him that doeth evil.” Both in 
nations professedly Christian, and in non- 
Christian nations, the Most High exercises 
a sovereignty that shapes, controls, directs, 
and restrains the counsels and affairs of those 
nations with the unerring purpose of His 
own ultimate glory. Where inspiration in- 
' forms us in regard to the nations of old, this 
fact is unmistakably clear. He then ruled 
in the kingdom of men, and gave it to 
whomsoever he would. Even - 
wrath fitted for destruction” 
with much long-suffering, and not 


for | | 


vessels of| 
were endured | 
only | 
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| The Lord declared by Haggai that He 
would ‘‘shake all nations,” that He would 
| overthrow the throne of the kingdoms of 
the heathen.” Haggai ii. 7,22. In what 
| way was thisdone? By the rapid conquests 
| of Alexander the Great, succeeded by those of 
the Romans. Let it be observed first that 
God says, ‘ J will do it;” in the next place 
‘observe by what means He did it, and it 
will be sufficiently clear that the hand of 
God was upon the helm of the nations 
through all those ages of old. 

Now if my postulate be true, that the 
Lord is still the moral governor of the na- 
| tions, and that the introduction of the new 
dispensation has not in the slightest degree 
changed His relations to the world, nor has 
it altered, nor was it intended to alter, the 
mode of administering His government over 
the nations of the earth, then it follows that 
in the various national upheavals and revo- 
lutions, He is still employing the same kind 
of agencies for the same end —to punish the 
wicked, to exalt His own name, to prepare 
the way for the unrevealed purposes of His 
will. In such scenes as these occurring in 
various parts of the earth in the present day, 
in which men and nations are the only visi- 
ble actors, there is undoubtedly (to use the 
‘language of I. Penington) ‘ more of God 
‘than man is aware of.” And should it 
| please the Lord to grant us the utterances 
of the spirit of prophecy to explain these 
things, we should hear Him say as of 
|old, ‘I will overthrow the thrones of king- 
doms, I will destroy the strength of the 
kingdoms of the heathen ’ 

My remark tbat the introduction of Chris- 








raised up for the purpose of showing forth | tianity was not intended to alter the previ- 
His power, and that His name might be de- ‘ously existing mode of administering the 
clared throughout all the earth, but God| Divine government over the nations, must 
Himself hardened the wicked ruler’s heart | not be construed to imply that the partial 
that the display of His righteous judgment} |prevalence of the light and influence of 
might be the more conspicuous. When God| Christianity among some of the nations of 
would destroy Sihon, king of the Amorites, | the earth, has not had the effect to modify 
He “ hardened his spirit and made his heart| the legislation and general character of such 
obstinate that He might deliver him” into| nations. I mean simply that under similar 
the hands of the Israelites. Deut. ii. 30. | cireamstances God employs the same means 
It was of the Lord to harden the bearts of|that He did of old, withholding from His 
the Canaanitish nations ‘‘ that they should|church the authority to minister vengeance 
come against Israel in battle that He might | | under any circumstances whatever. 

destroy them utterly.’ Joshua xi. 20. ‘Men do not gather grapes of thorns, nor 
When He would chastise His people for | | figs of thistles;’ and peace on earth can not 
their sins, He sends against them Nebuchad-| be hoped for so long as the source from 
nezzar, whom He calls His servant. And} whence come wars and fightings—heart cor- 
when in turn He would punish Babylon, |ruption—exists. It is the desire and work 
He fulfilled His own word: “For lo J will] of the philanthropist (and such is every 
raise and cause to come against Babylon an|true Christian) to “dissuade even ungodly 
assembly of great nations from the north|men from acts of violence; and it is the 
country . and Chaldea shall be a| same work on a larger scale when Chris- 
spoil.” 9, 10. tians raise their individual or united protest 
ee |against the nations engaging in war. It is 
|a legitimate work of the church, and a duty 


Jer. l. 


Is it 1 


* Something reproves them also for wrong acts 
the Holy Spirit ?—Zu. Friends’ Review. 
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arising out of the obligation to “do good as 
we have opportunity unto all men;” but it 
should never be forgotten that to insure a 
permanent peace the aim must be higher 
and the work deeper than to indoctrinate 
men with the testimony of peace, and to in 
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deavor is more steady and sure if its end 
is kept in view. The Christian 
the Christian church needs to have a4 
standard, and one is given in the Bible. 
It is that “we all come in the unity of 


man or 


sist upon their observing the first and second | the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 


commandments. The paramount work of | 
every Christian and of the united church, is 
to beseech men to be reconciled to God, to} 
acquaint themselves with Him and be at 
peace. 

The word of the Lord assures us that the 
time will come when the kingdoms of this 
world sball become the kingdoms of 
Lord and of His Christ; but the 
assures us that this result will not 
about by a “pi 


our | 
same word | 
be brought | 
ocess of educating ;’’ but that | 
the tares shall continue to grow with the 
wheat till the end of the world; ‘ then the 
Son of n forth His angels and 
they shall gather if His kingdom all\ 
things that offend and them do in 
iqguity, &c. ; and the approaching end is to be 
immediate ly preceded by ‘‘ perilous times,” 
and such forgetfulness of God as character- | 
ized the days of Noah; ‘and there shall be} 
atime of trouble such as never was since 


1] 
anu shall send 
out of 


wii ich 


there was a nation even to that same time.” 
The Lord shall take to Himself His great 
power and reign, and uttering His decree, 
‘* Behold I make all things new ” there shall 
be ‘‘ new beavens and a new earth wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” 

Every Christian should be urgent to save 
as many as possible from impending wrath, 
but it cannot be otherwise than damaging 
te be indulging in a merely utopian idea of 
a coming peace as the result of educating 
men to see the inexpediency, the wasteful 
ness, the inhumanity, or even the sinfulness 
of war. “ God, who commanded the light! 
to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts to give (tbat we might give) the light 
of the k nou ledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus ; 

Let the church be true to ber mission. 

Luke Wooparp. 


27th, 1878 


Christ.”’ 


Fountain City, Inp., Eighth mo 
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THE STANDARD 


The 


some 


young often set before themselves 


ideal which they wish to attain. 


Some character in history or living model 


stimulates them to 


endeavor to be- 
come likewise great and good. All en- 


of God, 


unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ.” The Bible does not propose 
either to the individual Christian or to 


the church as a whole, that they should 
be as little different the 
world as possible. It does not encourage 


from the men of 


peuple just to try to escape eternal pun- 


ishment, and get inside the gates of 
heaven at last—‘‘saved so as by fire.” 


|It does not teach that the chureh should 


be satisfied with being made up of 


dwarfs, or maimed and halt, that all 


should become full-grown men in Cbhriat. 


but 


It is for this end that the ascended and 
glorified Christ has given gifts unto men 
To the rebellious and unconverted He sends 
the Holy Spirit to visit them, reprove them 
of sin them to 
To 
given apostles, which were “ twelve,” 


14), 


and teachings preserved for its use. 


, prepare draw 
He 
(Rev 
The churebh bas their example 


But 


"| dify the 


come, and 


them to Himself. the church 


has 
Xxi. 


He still gives prophets, who 


ehureb,”’ speaking unto men “ unto edifica- 


tion, and exhortation, and comfort,’ under 
the help and direction of the Holy Spirit 


He 


office is to proclaim the glad tidings to the 


gives some evangelists, cbiel 


whose 


unreconciled, that they may repent and be 


lieve the gospel. This gift is being more 
fully recognized, especially in our times, 
in different parts of the chureb The 


function of the evangelist is very import- 
ant, but must be supplemented by others 
feed the flock by 
rightly dividing the word of truth under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and to 


shepherd, guide, watch ove 


Pastors are given to 


for it. 
Men and 
women who, having understood the 


12 a 
he things 


care 


Teachers also have their place. 


of the Lord, shall be able to bring forth out 


their treasures, things and old 


all needed for the perfecting of the saints, 
and the building up of the church. 


new are 


Much evangelizing work has been done 
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of late by Friends, and there is ever fresh | for gratitude for its prosperous condition. We 
need for it. But there is a no less import-| would call attention to the valuable course of 
ant work of perfecting the believers. These |!ectures by Professor Pliny E. Chase, an- 
spiritual gifts of the Lord Jesus are often | 20Unced below. 

combined in the same person more or less) OO awaseseeeeeeaamaamB9mamnNnNPS 
fully, and to discern when to use one or the | DIED. 


other requires close watching of the guide. GREGORY.—Near Richland, lowa, Tenth month 
‘s : : y 7 ‘ 3d, 1878, Richard Milton Gregory, son of Riley and 

We trust that in the remodelling of Dis- | Dorothy Gregory, (deceased,) aged 26 years; a mem. 
cipline and re-arranging of the church or- ber of Richland Monthly Meeting, lowa. He had 
a protracted and suffering illness. 

CLARK.—Near Crawfordsville, Ind., on the 8th 
of Sixth month, 1878, Samuel Clark, in the 79th 
ard for Christian attainment set before us | Yea ofhis age. He had been for many years a highly 
esteemed member and Elder of Sugar River Monthly 
Meeting, Indiana. He was a bright example of a 
That not to accommodate the church more | Pure and upright life, both in his family and 


ganization, which is going on so steadily in | 


the Society of Friends, the high stand- 


n the gospel will ever be kept in view. 


in ciety 
; in general. [le was closely attached to Friends’ prin 
nearly to the world, but to bring all unto | | ‘d | hful inf ~ 
earl | , , é i ciples, and bore a strong and heakhful influence wher- 
full-grown men in Christ, will be the aim, | ever he 


went. The subject of Peace was a favorite one 

. a - with him, and on all proper occasions he cast his influ- 
] ’ t t 

and that al ie pirit wiits require ‘ ' ' 

od that all tl spiritual gifts required for ence against the cruelties of war. Although not 

thi ie : } was a ' | he n } r 

this end will receive due reeognition Che nal as he n 1 


lition ired the close of life, 


; , ; : . ‘ have the rting assurance that he 
example of the seven churches of Asia, faithful, and was gathe 


ees. 
> 


founded and taught by apostles, remains a 


profound lesson, showing how easy it is for 
iny church to fall away. It may be to lose | Public Lectures at Haverford College 


‘its first love:” it may be to tolerate doetrines The Winter Course will commence with six Lec 


’ , tures on “ The Philosophy of Christianity,’’ by Profes 
whch the Lord may so Which thing : . : ; 7 

. or Fliny Harie Unase, LL. 
ve, aa 


> 


' a 3 

ta +?) i4 n = 
I hate ; bt may enth month zoth se J 
und to be “‘ dead,” venth month oth 


leventh month 13th 


to respecta- 


ity, formality, spiritual pride, and indif 


] 
k 
Eleventh mont 
I 


eold nor leventh month 


slith month 
Wit! \ ' ' » ul Lecture will begin 
Vith these Yam pie ore , QL | tereste 


are invited to att 
watchfulness unt 


sul 


member 


Friends’ Freedmen’s Relief Association 
of Philadelphia. 


Lom mittee 


' send 7, Associated Executive Committee of 
eet a ae areas Friends on Indian Affairs. 
he Christian of London, er A stated meeting of the Associated Executi 
Fk on Indian Affairs is to be 


wy ' th 
lay, ieventnh mo ) 
| 
i 


JAMEs E, 


vide circulation 


y ’ : 1 + 
10TC GISpe sCq wha 


-HOAI 


+o 


HAVERFORD COLLEG! seven stu THE Forty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Auxiliary 
lents, of whom: fifteen : in the Freshman | Bible Association of Friends of | lade Iphia Quat erly 
’ : 1 ill be held at No. 10g North Tenth street 
“re ! ( ( ts students . 1 } > 
e oe i — lay, Tenth month 3oth, 1878, at half past 7 
bent on earnest study, a almost all re-? . M. Friends generally are invited to attend, 
spects the friends of the Institution have cause B. W. BEESLEY, Secretary. 
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A GENERAL MEETING is appointed to be held in 


REVIEW. 


| Afternoon session—A committee appointed 


Friends’ Meeting house, Poughkeepsie, New York, to| last year to devise some better mode of sus- 


commence on the gth of Eleventh month next, at 3 
P.M. Acordia] invitation is extended to the Lord's 
servants who may feel drawn to attend. For further 
information address Elma D. Gildersleeve, 361 Main 
street, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
On behalf of Yearly Meeting’s Com nittee, 
Emmor Haines, Clerk. 


INDIANA YEARLY MEETING. 


‘oncluded from page 140 


Ninth month 30th, 1878.—Met at 10 A. M. 
in joint session with women’s meeting, to con- 
tinue the consideration of changes in the Dis- 
cipline, having proceeded so far as the eighty- 
second page in such consideration last Fifth- 
day. 

The new clause on reception of members| 
gives Monthly Meetings discretionary power as 
to receiving members from other religious so- 
cieties on letters ; also allows requests to come 
directly to the-Monthly Meeting without the in- 
tervention of Overseers or Preparative Meet- 
ings. Monthly Meetings are left at liberty to 
give certificates of good standing to orderly 
members who may desire to join other reli- 
gious societies. 

QUERIES AND ADVICES. 


There are to be four Queries instead of eight, 
as heretofore, and these are to be answered in| 
writing once in the year instead of three times, | 
as heretofore. The proposed Queries are as 
follows : 

1. Are your meetings for worship and disci- 
pline regularly held, and are they well and 
punctually attended? 

2. Do Friends in their intercourse amongst 
men give evidence of the love of Christ? Do} 
they instruct their children in the principles of 
the Christian religion ? 

3. Are Friends careful in regard to contract- 
ing debts and other engagements, so that no 
discredit or reproach may occur for want of 
promptness in complying with the same, and 
are they careful of the reputation of others ? 

4. When any of our members are overtaken 
in a fault, are timely measures taken to restore 
them ? 

Among other things, Friends are advised: 
To frequent retirement and secret prayer. To 
regular family worship. To study the Scrip- 
tures, so as to understand sound doctrine. To 
attend all our meetings for worship, and to | 
wait reverently upon God. To live in love with 
one another, and with all men. To be kind 
and helpful to the poor. To private and pray- 
erful study of the Scriptures. To guard their] 
families from hurtful literature and the vain | 
customs of this world. To carefully instruct | 
their children in all right things. To ab- 
stain from the use of all intoxicating bever- | 
ages, tobacco, and opium. 

Two Queries were introduced from the Disci- | 
pline of London Yearly Meeting, to be read and 


considered once in the year, but not to be an-| 


swered in writing. These 
walking in love, cherishing 
XC. 


have reference to 


a forgiving spirit, 


taining our ministers, having matured some 
| suggestions likely to effect changes in the Dis- 
cipline, now reported. They recommend the 
supply of meetings where there is no resident 
| minister, in such a way as not too much to 
| burden the minister who may settle among 
them, nor the meeting to which he comes, 
Monthly and Quarterly Meetings are directed 
to provide for a minister's fund, from which the 
needy are to be supplied 

The new Discipline will in future give the 
selection of Elders directly to the Monthly 
Meetings, allowing the Select Body to suggest 
names for that station at intervals between 
the triennial periods when the Monthly Meet- 
ings are directed to attend to this matter. 

Some changes were made in the article on 
Overseers, but none materially affecting their 
present duties or status. It was proposed to in- 
corporate them into the Select Body, and a 
very large number of Friends favored it, but 
others were not ready, so the proposal fell. 

A new clause, recognizing resignations of 
right of membership, was adopted. Also, 
one with reference to the duty of mem. 
bers to give of their means to carry forward all 
our church work. Those who are able, and yet 
refuse to give, are not to be placed in important 


i 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| positions in the church. 


Tenth month 1st, 10 A. M.—The meeting pro- 
ceeded to finish the consideration of changes in 
the Discipline. 

An additional clause on temperance was 
added, and is as follows:—‘ Monthly Meet- 
ings are directed to exercise loving care 
with reference to the acknowledgment as 
ministers, or the appointment to other im- 
portant stations, of any who are in the ha- 
bitual use of tobacco.” 

The Discipline, with its proposed changes, 
was referred back to the Committee on Revi- 
sion, with instructions to arrange in proper 
order, and have 5,000 copies printed for the use 
of members. 

No changes were made in the declaration of 
faith, so that all which differs from the old in 
the new Discipline will refer to matters of in- 
ternal policy and duty. 

The Missionary Board presented a very full 
report of the year’s work. Their mission at 
Helena, Arkansas, has made satisfactory pro- 
gress. Twenty-one persons have been received 

members of Southland Monthly Meeting. 
There has been growth in both morality and 
religion. Daniel Drew has taken higher stand- 
ing in the public estimation, and his ministry 
has an increasing number of hearers. Calvin 
and Alida Clark are still giving their untiring 
energies to this work. Alida has made quite 
an extensive visit East the pastsummer. Dur- 
ing its progress she has received much encour- 
agement and considerable pecuniary aid. 
Especial efforts are being made to educate 
girls in such a way as to qualify them for 
future usefulness. A revival last spring re 
sulted in the conversion of several persons. 
Southland Monthly Meeting now numbers one 
| hundred and seventy-five members. 
| The Maryville Institute and Dr. Garner’ 


“ 
‘ 


as 





Then adjourned to 2.30 P. M. 


work in the “mountain regions” are still sus- 
| 
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tained, and many blessed results follow 
satisfaction of al 


, to the 
concerned 

The Trustees of White’s Institute made their 
Twenty-sixth Annual Report. Their 
has visited by an unusual 
sickness the past vear, but they have made 
quite an amount of permanent and valuable 
improvements in the way of fencing, tile drain- 
ing, &e. The financial management seems to 
have been very careful. It is thought that the 
Institute presents the most flourishing condi- 
tion that has characterized any portion of its 
history. 

The report of the Indian Committee gives 
the impression that the United States Govern- 
ment is looking toward placing the Indians 
under military control; and if so, of 
this concern is not so satisfactory to Friends 
as it has been at some other times. Hope, 
however, is entertained that these unpleasant 
complications may soon drop away, and 
this field still open to our labors. 

Very 
kanah 
work. 

Afternoon session.—The Bible Committee re- 

ort Friends throughout the limits of this 
Yeorty Meeting as mostly united with societies 
auxiliary directly to the American Bible S 
ciety. 

Our First-day School Committee have con- 
tinued to give attention to their work. They 


family 


heen amount of 


course 


leave 


Beard and his wife, and for 


their 


have had some difficulty in obtaining statistics, 
but are persuaded that these schools have never 
been more efficient than at present. 


The Monthly Meetings’ Committees on Home 


Missions report that they have been instrumen- | 


tal in holding 1 
180 persons have professed conversion. They 
have distributed 15,198 tracts, and have organ- 
ized ten mission Bible-schools. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions made 
their Fourth Annual Report. The meet- 
ings and schools at Matamoras have been 
kept u Two marriages have been sol- 
emateell among them after the manner 
Friends. Several persons have accepted the 
correctness of peace principles. They 
recognized the gift of one person as an 
evangelist, and of another as a minister of the 
gospel. They have continued to publish and 


of | 


impressive prayer was offered for El-| 


REVIE 5 


15 


to this good work in all suitable 
statistical reports are very imperfect, less than 
half the Monthly Meeting From 
these it appears that some of our members are 
still in the unnecessary use of intoxicating 
liquors. Eight hundred and ninety-two per- 
sone are re porte id as using ¢ tobacco, at a cost of 
$6,422. 

Notice of the death of William Haughton, 
minister, was brought in, and elicited some 
touching tributes to his memory. He had 
served this Meeting in various capacities, being 
a member of the Representative Meeting at the 
time of his decease. He had been identified 
with the educational interests of the Society 
and the country at large for nearly half a cen- 
tury. 


ways. The 


reporting. 


a 


Tenth month 2d, last session.—Prayer was of- 
fered by John P. Pennington. 

The Peace Committee presented their own 
and the Seventh Annual Report of the Peace 
Association of Friends in ainestits represent- 
ing eight of the American Yearly Meetings. 


| They have circulated a large number of books 


and tracts, but the late financial depression 
has seriously interfered with their ail They 
purpose to print a large edition of the exc ellent 
appeal to Christian professors, issued by Lon- 
don Yearly Meeting. 

The Educational Committee made an inter- 
esting report, urging more attention to higher 
education, and a number of delegates were ap- 
pointed to attend an Educational Convention 
for the Society at large, to be held some time 


| during the coming year. 


1,292 meetings, and that about|to consider a proposition from the 


| 


| Meetings to 


have | 


A committee appointed at a previous sitting 
Earlham 
ask Ohio and Western Yearly 
join in the management of the 
College, reported in favor of the proposition, 
and suitable committees were appointed to at- 
tend said Yearly Meetings with said pro- 
posals. 

Luke Woodard laid before the 
plan for increasing the Earlham 
Fund, which was adopted. 

The committee to have the 


Committee, to 


meeting 
Endowment 


care of meetings 


| for worship during Yearly Meeting time report- 


distribute large quantities of religious and in-| 


structive literature; have printed “ Pilgrim's 
Progress” and some other good books. Ejgh- 
teen persons 
bership; three have 
have ninety scholars enrolled, 
age attendance fifty. They have had a 
great de: al of rain during the past year, and 
as a result, m: = arial diseases hi ave largely pre- 
vailed. Thei ‘ir membership is now near eighty 
persons. They cee purchased a lot, and are 
preparing to build a meeting-house. The prev- 
alence of yellow fever in many places h: a cut 
off all communication with them for several 
weeks past. At this juncture the meeting spent 

a short time in prayer for them, aud many 
iets beat in warm sympathy with them. 

The report of the Committee on Temperance 
refers to the great revival of interest on this 
subject which has characterized the past year, 


been disowned They 


is 


have been admitted into mem-| 


and the aver- | 
| gave information of the religious visit 0 


ed, and a discussion followed, involving the 
question of defective observance of the first 
day of the week, caused by the running of so 
many railway trains to carry persons to the 
meetings held on First-day afternoons of 
Yearly Meeting week. 

The minutes of the Representative Meeting 
were read, and among many things of interest, 
fR. W. 


| Douglas to Australia since last Yearly Meeting. 


A number of testimonials from the visited in 
several places show that the visit was timely, 


land highly valued by them. 


and encourages Friends to !end their influence | 


S 


aid Meeting has memorialized our State 
Legislature with reference to the better care 
of the insane. Also, ttpon the proper care of 
prisons and county infirmaries, asking to have 
the idiotic and insane separated, and for the 
provision of separate apartments for the chil- 
dren. They have found that there are more 
than 1,000 of these poor children in seventy of 
our c yunty i infirmaries. 

The Yearly Meeting agreed to 


$ 


raise $5,000 
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this year to forward the work of the 
church. 

The replies to Epistles from other Yearly 
Meetings were then read, after which the meet- 


ing came to a solemn conclusion. 


carry 


> 


NOTES. 


THE arrival of a full Embassy from China, of 
which Chan Lan Pin is the first plenipotentiary 
may be expected to confirm our government 
in resistance to the wish f a few of its citi 
zens for harsh, r » laws against C 
mmigrants. 

the Chinese were placed upon the sam 
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who have been wronged by the white people of 
this land! 

* One day Lyman Beecher was deeply inter- 
ested in a sermon I was copying for him from 
the text, ‘Thou art not far from the kingdom 
of God” He seemed conscious of his failing 
powers, and yet so anxious to finish it to his 
satisfaction. His eyes filled with tears and he 
said, ‘I will excuse you awhile.’ I met him at 
dinner, and he abruptly remarked, ‘I felt as if 
[ must get through that, and I lifted up my 
heart to Christ and addressed Him as I would 
ifriend Itold Him [ thought it was import- 
ant, and if He thought so, and thought as I did, 
that I could present tl y 
as illustrating part 
rk of the Spirit, ‘ why didn’t 
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For Fr ends’ Review. 

MEETING OF THE COMMISSION ON THE 
TRANSFER OF THE INDIAN BUREAU. 

It will be remembered that, during the 
closing duys of the last seasion of Congress, 
a clause was appended to the Army Appro- 
priation bill, whilst that bill was under con- 
sideration in the House of Representatives, 
providing for the transfer of the Indian 
Bureau to the War Department. 


The 


Senate, however, refused to concur in that 
measure, and, as a compromise, a special 


commission of members of the two houses 
was appointed to receive evidence as to the 
advisability of such transfer, and to report 

to the next session of Congress. This com- 
mission, composed of three Senators and 
five Representatives, (Senator Saunders, of 
Nebraska, chairman,) having appointed 
Chas. L. Flanagan their secretary, have re 

ceived documentary and other evidence in 
the interim, and finally on the 26th day of 
Ninth month, convened at St. Louis for the 
purpose of hearing what the friends and the 
opponents of the measure, men of experience, | 
had to say about the matter. 

It may be well to state here that a similar | 
joint commission (Senator Doolittle, chair. | 
man,)was appointed by Congress in 1865, | 
to inquire into the condition of the Indian} 
tribes and their treatment by the civil and 
military authorities. In favor of adminis-| 
tration by the military, it was urged that in| 
case of hostilities the army must then as-| 
sume control of our relations with the hos- | 
tile tribes, and that therefore it would be} 
better for them to possess the control both | 
in peace and war. Also, that the annuities| 
and goods paid the Indians under treaty | 
stipulations would be more faithfully dis-| 
bursed by officers of the regular army, sub-| 
ject to trial by court-martial for malfeasance 
or misconduct, than if such duty was at- 
tended to by the civil appointees of the 
Interior Department. Finally, that conflicts 
between the different departments would be 
avoided if jurisdiction in the matter was un 
divided. Upon the other side it was urged 
that there must be some officers of the 
government whose duty it should be to re- 
main upon the reservations and look dili- 
gently after Indian affairs; that a military | 
officer would be liable, owing to the exigen- 
ces of the service, to be suddenly called 
from post to post; and that, in the nature 
of things, competent persons acting as 
agents, farniers and teachers, devoting their 
whole time to these occupations, could better 
discharge the duties of those positions than 
could the officers of the army. Weighing 
all the arguments for and against the pro-| 
posed change, the joint commission of 1865 | 
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were united in the conclusion that the In- 
dian Bureau should remain where it was, 
and it has so continued to the present time. 
We propose to give a brief synopsis of the 
proceedings of the present commission. 

Ninth month 26th.—The business of the 
session opened with the reading of the act of 
Congress appointing the commission, and 
communications from the Interior and War 
Departments having a bearing upon the sub- 
ject of said appointment. 

A letter from U. 8. Adjutant-General 
Townsend was read, giving his views upon 
the proposed transfer. He favored the 
change for all the Indians except the most 
civilized tribes, giving it as his opinion that 
the Indians respect the authority of the per- 
son clad in soldier’s garb more than they do 
that of the civilian; that department com- 
manders could readily act as superintendents, 
and inferior officers as agents and sub-agents ; 
and that matters of inspection, transfer of 
supplies, ete., could all be more systematic- 
ally discharged than at present. 

A letter from U. 8S. Inspector-General 
Marcy was next read, exceedingly an'agon- 
istic to the present management, which he 
characterized as “thoroughly impregnated 
with corruption.” 

A. L. Riggs, missionary and principal of 
the training-school at the Santee Agency, 
testified that the Indians there were willing 
to surrender their tribal relations ; that they 
were mostly opposed to the transfer. We 
must take into consideration other things 
affecting their welfare, besides the mere dis- 
bursing of supplies. 

S. W. Marston, late of the Union Agency 
(Cherokees, Creeks, etc.), said that those 
Indians were opposed to the transfer to the 
War Department. He submitted a long 
and interesting letter from H. F. Buckner, 
missionary in the Creek nation, who, after 
rehearsing General Jackson’s treatment of 
the Creeks and the demoralization caused by 
his troops, gave it as his opinion that the 
transfer meant extermination to the Indians, 
and the absorption of their lands by hungry 
speculators, however little such might be 
the present intentions either of the War 
Department or of any considerable number 
of his fellow-citizens. 

Felix R. Brunot then gave an account of 
his connection with the Board of Indian 
Commissioners as its late President, and 
referred to the licentiousness growing out of 
the nearness of the military posts to the 
reservations. He believed that the same 
expenses and the same likelihood of getting 
bad Agents, etc.,would be experienced under 
military supervision as under that by 
civilians. 

Dr. Lowry, Secretary of the Presbyterian 
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Board of Foreign Missions, stated that the 
government had never lost a dollar by any of 
the Presbyterian Agents, and he believed it 
to be in the interest of economy to per- 
petuate the present system. A good Agent 
should possess integrity and business 
capacity, energy and the capacity to govern 
men. He did not approve of the transfer, 
and his denomination was a unit against it. 

Ninth month 27th.—James M. Haworth, 
late our Agent at the Kiowa and Comanche 
Agency, gave his testimony. The annual 
reports of the highly encouraging results 
obtained there since 1873, when Thomas 
C. Battey went among those wild, blanket 
Indians, are well-known to us. These re- 
sults were detailed to the commission at 
length. J. M. H. thought, however, that 
there was urgent need of a definite system 
of law upon the reservations, and believed 
that the troops could be entirely dispensed 
with by establishing an Indian police force 
under white headship. 

Major Hart, of San Carlos reservation, 
Arizona, said that the feeling of the Apaches 
there was strong against the military coming 
on the reservation. They were now sus. 
picious of such a change, and, recently, 
some chiefs in council had declared that if 
the change was effected, they would break 
up and leave for the mountains and live as 
they did formerly. 

Jas. E. Wilbur, of the Yakama reserva- 
tion, Washington Territory, furnished the 
committee with a written statement of the 
wealth of the Indians on his Agency at the 
present time, their cattle, horses, fields fenced 
and under cultivation and large crops raised, 
and of the saw-mill erected at their own 
charges. The Nez Perces war he had no 
doubt could have been avoided by a little 
judicious forethought. 

Ninth month 28th.—Gen. Cyrus Bussey, 
of the New Orleans Chamber of Commerce, 
endorsed the statements made by J. E. Wil. 
bur; but, although he believed that army 
officers would administer the trust with in 
tegrity, he was not prepared to say whether 
the service could best be done by the War 
Department or by that of the Interior. He 
thought that the construction of the Southern 
Pacific railroad would best settle the Indian 
question. 

Col. Robert Campbell, of St. Louis, who 
had had practical knowledge of the Indian 
service, favored the transfer, believing that 
it would be in the interests of economy and 
efficiency. Capt. Woodson, of the U. S. 
cavalry, spoke to the same effect. (It is to 
be noted that the argument in favor of the 
transfer seems to rest just on this point; 
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moral improvement of the red man, is not 
stated.) 

A director of the Catholic Indian Mission- 
ary Association, D. J. Doherty, complained 
that upon some reservations where there 
were Protestant Agents, and some of the 
Indians were Catholic, obstacles were inter- 
posed to the administration of the “ sacra- 
ments,” ete. If this abuse was rectified he 
would prefer the present system, but .the 
Catholic officials generally favored the trans- 
fer to the War Department. 

Ninth month 30th.—Daniel J. Kelley, 
clerk in the Indian service at Grand River 
and Standing Rock Agencies, thought the 
Indians could be mude self-sustaining. Pre- 
ferred the administration of affairs by 
civilians, and gave it as a fact, that before 
the soldiers came the Indian women escaped 
demoralization. 

Major A. W. Allyn, of Fort Sill, thought 
the present divided authority between 
civilians and soldiers very unsatisfactory ; 
but, while favoring the transfer generally, 
believed the state of feeling among the 
civilized Indians to be of such a nature 
as to make the change impolitic as to them. 
He considered the Indian’s nature best 
adapted to stock. raising. 

Tenth month 1st.—Capt La Barge, of St. 
Louis, testified that he had been engaged 
nearly half a century in trading and trans- 
portation upon the Upper Missouri, his 
acquaintance with Indian affairs being mostly 
with respect to the tribes of the Sioux. A 
transfer, he believed, might pay financially 
—that the military furnished better supplies. 
But, be stated, there had been more soldiers 
than was necessary. The Indians, while there 
was abundance of game, were disinclined to 
abandon the chase and to learn the arts of 
civilized life; but, within the pust two 


| years, with the decrease of game, this feel- 


ing had greatly changed. 

On the following day the commission took 
the cars for the Indian Territory, stopping 
at Vinita and Muskogee, visiting the agri- 
cultural fair of the Indians at the latter 
place, and expected to return the following 
week to St. Louis to receive further testi- 
mony. 


For Friends’ Review. 
NAMES OF DAYS AND MONTHS. 


One of the Early Friends, Thomas Story, 
I believe, on going to a barber to be shaved, 
found him so full of customers that he had 
to wait some time for his turn. The barber 
told him if he would come on, say, Wednes- 


'days and Saturdays in the forenoon, he 
| would find him more at leisure. 


The Friend 


but what the army officers would do, more ‘asked him what days Wednesdays and Sat- 
than is now being done, for the mental and urdays were? This question puzzled the 
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barber to answer, and gave the Friend an 
opportunity of explaining the origin of those 
names and the reason of Friends’ usage. 
The subject took such hold of the barber’s 
mind that he was led to an examination of 
Friends’ principles, and becoming convinced 
of their soundness, afterward joined the 
Society. 

A similar question might puzzle some 
now to answer at once, but we can hardly 
conceive that many would be at a loss to 
know what days of the week Fourth and 
Seventh were, but to judge from a common 
practice of Friends dating communications 
and documents designed for the public, it 
would appear that they thought so, by in- 
terpreting, as they write “on Fourth-day 
(Wednesday ) the 2nd, and Seventh-day (Sat- 
urday), the 5th days of Tenth month (Octo- 
ber) 1878.’ I must confess I never love to 
see this double-dating, believing that our 
fellow-citizens are sufficiently enlightened to 
understand what we mean by Fourth and 
Seventh-days, and Tenth and Twelfth 
months. J. S. Wiiusts. 


SCIENTIFIC NOTES. 
Acceleration of Nervous Velocity by the 


Will.—Chauveau has lately undertaken two 
distinct. sets of experiments. In the first he 
compared the velocity of transmission in the 
nerves of the laryngeal muscles [red volun- 
tary muscles], and those of the cervical 
portion of the esophagus, [red involuntary 
muscles}. In the second the comparison 
was extended tothe nerves of the terminal 
portion of the esophagus [pale involuntary 
muscles]. He finds that in the motor nerves 
of the red involuntary muscles, the velocity 
of transmission of centrifugal excitement is 
about eight times less than in the nerves 
of muscles which have an identical structure, 
but which belong to the portion of the 
muscular system that is controlled by the 
will.—_ Comptes Rendus. 

Zodiacal Light and Sun-spots.—Among 
the most important results of the observations 
upon the recent solar eclipse are the evi- 
dences of a connection between the brilliancy 
of the corona and the number of sun-spots, 
and the indications of meteoric action within 
the corona. Cassini observed that the 
zodiacal light is most brilliant when the sun 
has large and numerous spots. Obers, in a 


letter to the Smithsonian, published in bis As- | 


tronomisches Jahr Buch for 1840, says that 


his grandson, Wilhelm Foche, had observed | 


an unusual brilliancy in the zodiacal light in 
the early part of 1839, when the sun-spots 
were very numerous. These combined ob- 
servations seem to lend confirmation to the 
meteoric theory of the zodiacal light.—Les 
Mondes. 





THE CREATURE’S SONG OF EXPECTA- 
TION. 


BY A. L. WARING. 


“ For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth 
for the manifestation of the sons of God.”—Rom. 
Vili. 19. 

Thy creatures suffer, O Most High ! 
And yet Thy sons rejoice ; 

Thy birds sing on to dying men 
With clear, exulting voice ; 

Thy sunbeams dance among the flowers 
That veil our dead from sight, 

And sorrow lays a harmless hand 
On ever-fresh delight. 


O'sacred Unity of Love! 
This life and death behind, 

Attracting heart aloof from heart 
And mind at war with mind. 

To the worn spirit grieved for Thee 
At every passing jar, 

How touching in their fearless tone, 
How sweet Thy concords are! 


If out of depths that sin has made, 
And would have filled with woe, 

We hear above creation’s groan 
Her music soft and low, 

It is that lovely things on earth 
The atoning truth declare— 

The hallelujah of Thy heaven 
Receives an answer there. 


Thou hast a spring of endless health, 
With issues great and wide, 

In the free heart that dares to live 
Because Thy Christ has died ; 

An element of bliss divine 
That passes mortal bound, 

And werships with the heavenly host 
At every joyful sound. 


When through the haunting shades of death 
We take our hallowed way, 
And see in resurrection dawn 
The place where Jesus lay, 
Still love to love in quest of Him 
The word of comfort gives ; 
Still angels watching at His grave 
Bear witness that He lives. 


A gloum may gather as we go, 
And sound and sight grow dim ; 
But day has risen on the paths 
That lead His friends to Him. 
All through the dull decline of sense 
And even while we die, 
His triumph finds the listening ear 
And fills the expecting eye. 


We follow Him, and earth shines on, 
From our faint gaze set free ; 

Her psalms that call no more on us, 
Pursue their praise of Thee. 

While Thou on ourternal life 
Through all decay intent, 

Art keeping for the day of power 
Thy human instrument. 


Then may our silence in Thy hand 
Mid sickness and distress, 
Take part in that ascending hymn 
Which serves Thee none the less ; 
Till the whole Church’s bridal joy, 
Unblemish’d and complete, 
Shall win a blessed universe 
To its Redeemer’s feet. 
—Sunday Magazine. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


of the 13th said that the Porte had received informa. 
| tion that the Russians were again marching on Adria 

FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe|nople.~ The Turks occupied Babaeski when it 
are to the 15th inst. | was evacuated by the Russians. General Todleben 

; : . | now summons the Turkish commander to withdraw 

GREAT BrITAIN.—The ship-builders on the Clyde | . : ; , 

; . 7~~ | and Safvet Pasha has ordered its evacuation. 

, ot -orkme ad 5% | : 
ae eee —_ epee wh = — Mo, dee | _ Russia has offered to the Porte the project of the 
aoa ie aff naa — ~ — a final treaty to which that of San Stefano was intended 
reduction affects 40, employees. | . 7 ie Solin : ~ 

A heavy commercial failure has occurred in Man- | o ve oe ee = that aon 
chester.-Fleugh, Balfour & Co.,one of the oldest Eastern | POW¢?S shall agree to respect all the stipulations of the 
h anil ae a ‘aie ae oth liabilities = saad | Berlin treaty, and all those of the San Stefano treaty 
: = a aad ae a caer > ssemass | which were not modified or annulled by the Congress 
yetween 21,0 J and 42, J . | edlltes & - Anke) Ot. 2 : al 

It is stated that more than half the factory popula eee eon tae ibbenataen’ * 
tion of Blackburn, Lancashire, a cotton manufactur- aiden $2,000 aa sini tenlhanieiny - i seealien ublect 
ns ee = ee ee yd — q ie | whose interests have been injured, and $100,000 to 
pect o prove jusiness. sTee austress a | . . ° _ . 
ar ee . ©SS PFE | the Danube International Commission for putting the 
are - aie - | Sulina Channel of that river in order. 

FRANCE.—The National says that it has been defi IN ‘ ce : : 

Satan NDIA.—General Sir Frederick P. Haines, com. 
nitely arranged to close the Exhibition on the roth of | bien cea a Briti eles oa lig ot 
ae : ble: a diintatiitied ‘ sritis s , ist 
— — The prizes are to be distributed on the | assume command at Peshawur, where 35,000 troops 
es —— ' have already concentrated, and reinforcements con- 

GERMANY.—In the Reichstag, on the gth, a mem | tinue to arrive. War is thought inevitable. 
ber read a declaration on behalf of the Centre (Roman . ; : : ——— 
‘ ; , HINA.—T liffic s betwe t 
Catholics,) that although they recognize the dangers of Le and Te bee a Gielen of te 
the Socialist agitation, they do not consider the pend-| ». ces = ee 
ing bill as the proper means of combating it; there- oe ra Ie beggars ee — 
fore, they will vote against the bill. Bismarck made llected i he di ‘ct of Ch 8 j f 
an earnest speech in support of the bill, in which he a slic alidadinn dad a aie ad metaieitcneeen 
admitted that workingmen’s associations promoted the alates at Nin » ee, Seek eee lost 
welfare of the laboring classes when they confined | . ional i ‘ot ; tiie tee ail 
their action to proper objects, but not when they along ay aoe 6 ne 
sought to undermine the ground-work of society and : te ; 
the State, and the rights of property. He declared| _ JAPAN.—The budget of the Minister of Finance for 
himself willing to examine any positive proposition to the fiscal year beginning in Seventh month last, esti- 
ameliorate the condition of the workingmen. On the | Mates the revenue at a little over $53,000,000, and the 
1oth a Socialist member made a violent though clever expenditure precjsely the same. The chief reliance 
speech, threatening violence and bloodshed as results for income is on a land tax of over $40,000,000. The 
of repressive legislation. Some of the Liberals de- | Principal expenditure will be for reducing the national 
fended the bill, declaring that they believed it neces- | debt. This is now nearly $363,000,000 due at home, 
sary. The Reichstag passed the second and third | 4%d $13,000,000in England. The great bulk was in- 
clauses through second reading with scarcely any | curred by issuing bonds for the redemption of annual 
modification. On the 12th the fifth clause passed | Pensions to nobles and gentry. The Finance Minis- 
second reading, an amendment having been rejected | tet proposes to liquidate this at the rate of $20,000,000 
which provided that the law should not apply to| @nnually. 


meetings connected with elections for the Diet or the 
Reichstag. 





DoMEsTic.—A gale occurred on the 12th inst., 
The sixth clause, prohibiting Socialist | which along the coast of Massachusetts was the most 


writings, was thrown out onthe 14th ; some clauses | severe known for several years. At Vineyard Haven 
were passed over, and others adopted. The clause au-|and Provincetown a large number of vessels were 
thorizing the expulsion of agitators from towns was re-| much damaged, and many were driven ashore. At 


jected on the 15th, and those authorizing the refusal of | some other places buildings were unroofed, and some 
licenses to publicans and booksellers, forbidding the | even destroyed. 


circulation of periodicals under certain circumstances,| More than one hundred cargoes of this year’s wheat 
and constituting the court of appeal of four councillors | pave already passed out of the Golden Gate at San 
and five judges, with a President appointed by the| Francisco, Cal, The value is over $6,000,000. 
Emperor, were adopted. An amendment giving the A ton Waid in P abide tx the ne, 
Emperor the unrestricted right of selecting the Presi- ee ee ae eee ee oe ee 
d : ture and shipment to Europe of the wood work used 
ent, was rejected. ; aan ; 
: a : 7 in building houses, as doors, sash, door and window 

Austria.—A Vienna dispatch to the London 7imcs | frames, flooring, &c. The material is prepared by 
says that an understanding has been reached respect- machinery at Williamsport and other centres of the 
ing the reduction of the army of occupation inf Bosmia,|jymber trade in the interior. The chief market is 
and that communications concerning the method of re- | Great Britain. 
duction are passing between the Austrian Minister o It is stated th he S f St —— 
War and the commander of the army of occupa . a Tne Seer. Sate, who > 
tion. already made United States Consuls in various parts 


: of the world an active agency for collecting informa: 
TurKEY.—A dispatch from Constantinople to the} tion relative to opportunities for extending our foreign 


London 7imes of the 12th asserted that the Russian | commerce, now proposes, in connection with the Navy 
Ambassador had informed Safvet Pasha that the Rus- | Department, to send a vessel of the navy to visit every 
sians will retain Adrianople not until the treaty of Ber- | port and trading station throughout the world, for the 
lin is fulfilled, but until a treaty is signed confirming | purpose of opening new avenues of trade, cultivating 
those parts of the San Stefano treaty which are not | amicable relations with the people, whether savage or 
affected by the decisions of the Berlin Congress. This, | civilized, gathering information useful to merchants 
the correspondent says, has caused some alarm in dip-| and manufacturers, procuring specimens of produc- 
lomatic circles, but he believes that the object is| tions of all kinds, and reporting where new trading 
merely to hasten the action of the Porte. A dispatch | pos's and consulates may be usefully established. 
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